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Liu Bei is not Fond of Crying
—— An Analysis of Liu Bei’s Crying in The History of the Three kingdoms and Pei Songzhi’s Notes
and The Romance of the Three Kingdoms

TAN Liang—iao
( Chengdu Wuhou Shrine Museum Chengdu 610041 China)

Abstract: According to the historical records of The History of the Three Kingdoms and Pei Songzhi’s notes Liu Bei
wept for six things while he cried for nearly 100 times for 30 things in the novel of The Romance of the Three King—
doms. This author explains the main reason why Liu Bei cried in the historical records is that he lamented talents.

The novel exaggerates Liu Bei’s crying in order to highlight his benevolence and righteousness. However the actual
effect was to damage Liu Bei’s image. Liu Bei who grew up in adversity did not cry easily. As a historical figure
weeping is not Liu Bei’s personality characteristic.

Key words: Liu Bei; crying; The History of the Three kingdoms and Pei Songzhi’s notes; The Romance of the Three

Kingdoms; compare



